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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to amendment filed on 2/13/2007. Of the 
pending claims 1-6, none were amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1 966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brandt (US 2003/0146821) in view of Giesler (US 6,992,565), and further in view of 
Guindulain Vidondo (US 6,779,719). 

Regarding claims 1-2, and 5-6, Brandt discloses a system for providing goods or 
services that includes a goods or services provider and an electronic device that is 
typically a cellular telephone that includes a RFID module affixed to the inner surface of 
the rear cover carried by a user (pages 1, 2, paragraphs 14-16). The goods/service 
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provider (second computer) and the RFID module (first computer) both include 
input/output units (first and second transceivers) that permit communications of data 
between the two devices (page 2, paragraphs 18,19, 23). In operation of the invention, 
when the user of the electronic device wishes to obtain goods or services from the 
provider, the user positions the electronic device so that its input/output unit is adjacent 
to the input output unit of the goods/services provider and uses the electromagnetic field 
emitted to transfer data from the memory of the electronic device to the goods/service 
provider (page 2, paragraph 23). The data can be read to be monetary information for 
the user because it may identify the electronic device that is associated with a charge 
account for receiving goods/services from the provider. 

However, Brandt does not explicitly disclose that the RFID module and the 
goods/service provider use the human body to serve as an electric field to push a 
conductive pusher, with an insulator, in order to receive goods or service from the 
provider. Giesler discloses an electronic communications system for a vehicle, 
including a base station (second transceiver), which is accommodated in the vehicle, 
and at least one portable data carrier (first transceiver), which is arranged to exchange 
data signals with the base station (abstract). The data carrier comprises a first data 
signal processing circuit arranged to receive and/or transmit the data signals from and 
to the base station (column 4, lines 26-28). The base station comprises a second data 
signal processing circuit that is arranged to receive/transmit the data signals from and to 
the data carrier (column 4, lines 35-37). In an embodiment of the invention with 
reference to figure 2, an electrode of the data carrier (item 4) is coupled to the body of 
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the user (item 9) (inducing an electric field in a human body). Via displacement currents 
(item 12) within the body of the user (a human body serving as an electric-field 
propagating medium), the data signals from the data carrier are extended to the hand of 
the user. In an embodiment of the invention that allows a user to utilize the data carrier 
to start a vehicle, data signals from the data carrier are transferred to the base station 
via an electrode, that may be insulated (column 7, lines 4-12), that is mounted on the 
surface of a pushbutton switch (conductive pusher) when the user presses on it with 
his/her hand (column 7, lines 15-25). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the invention of 
Brandt and couple the RF module to the body of the user and allow data to be 
communicated between the RF module and the goods/service provider when the user 
touches a button on the goods/service provider, as taught by Giesler, in order to allow a 
user to keep the electronic device in or under his/her clothing or in a purse or the like 
(Giesler column 3, lines 7-9). 

The combination of Brandt and Giesler does not explicitly disclose a switch to 
transfer press information to the goods/service provider (second computer). Guindulain 
Vidondo discloses a combined system of automatic selling of products and services that 
comprise a plurality of push buttons (figure 1 , item 5) that correspond to a product 
(column 4, lines 15-17). Therefore it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include push buttons that correspond to a product, as 
taught by Guindulain Vidondo, in the goods/service provider of the combination of 
Brandt and Giesler, in order to inform the goods/service provider of the desired/selected 
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product that the user wants to obtain in addition to the data to complete or initiate the 
financial transaction. 

Regarding claim 2-4, it is further obvious that in the combination of the three 
inventions described above, that each of the plurality of buttons on the goods/service 
provider may have an input/output unit (Brandt) with a conductive portion (Giesler) and 
a switch/selecting portion that identifies itself (Guindulain Vidondo). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 2/13/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

5. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine 
Brandt and Giesler, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established 
by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed 
invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either 
in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary 
skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In 
re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, a user of the 
invention of Brandt must position the RFID module in proximity of the input/output unit of 
the goods/service provider in order to receive desired goods or services. Giesler 
teaches the use of the human body as an electric field propagating medium for 
communication between two electronic devices and allows a user to keep the electronic 
device in or under his/her clothing or in a purse or the like (Giesler column 3, lines 7-9). 
Therefore by applying the teachings of Giesler to Brandt, a user does not have to place 
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his/her electronic device in proximity of the goods/service provider and alternatively can 
carry the device in his/her clothing or in a purse or the like which adds convenience to a 
user who desires to utilize the invention. 

6. Applicant asserts that the combination of references do not describe 
communication between a first transceiver and a second transceiver when the user 
touches or presses a conductive pusher. This assertion has been addressed above by 
the citation of an embodiment of Giesler in which a user of the invention pushes a 
pushbutton to actuate a starting operation of the vehicle. 

7. Examiner asserts that the limitations set forth in claims 1 and 6 are 
taught/disclosed by the combination of Brandt, Giesler, and Guindulain Vidondo. Brandt 
teaches the first/second computer, the first/second transceiver, and the communication 
of monetary information between the first and second computer. Giesler teaches the 
transfer of data from one electronic device to another using the human body as an 
electric field propagating medium for communication between the two electronic devices 
and the insulation of an electrode or pushbutton. Guindulain Vidondo teaches the 
transfer of press information when a user pushes a button to make a selection from a 
goods/service provider. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nam Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272-5970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m.-5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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